[Registration of new medicinal products in Europe].
In 1993 the European Medicines Agency (EMEA) for the registration of new medicinal products in Europe was founded. The agency started its work in 1995 and is supported by five scientific committees, the most important one being the Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP). At the same time two procedures for the registration of medicinal products in Europe were put into effect, the centralized procedure and the mutual recognition procedure. The centralized procedure is obligatory for all biotechnology-derived medicinal products, medicines for HIV/AIDS, cancer, diabetes, neurodegenerative diseases, and orphan medicines intended for the treatment of rare diseases. All medicinal products in the centralized procedure are evaluated by the CHMP. All other medicinal products are registered according to the mutual recognition procedure, where a first registration in an EU member state is granted and then extended to other member states. Between 1995 and 2004 there were 243 approvals in the centralized procedure, 20% regarding drugs for the treatment of cancer. The new procedures have harmonized and accelerated the registration of medicinal products in Europe to a remarkable extent.